
AGRICULTURE/HORTICULTURE
Whitley County Extension Service

October - December
2025

In This Issue:OPEN 
MON - FRI

8:00 - 4:30

Oct, Nov, Dec Schedule of Programs
Hog Processing Workshop
VA/Veterans Day Dinner
Small Animal Swap
Farmers Market (WCFM)
Master Gardeners Fall Gardening Tips
Beef Quality & Care Assurance (BQCA)
WC Beekeepers
Kentucky Hunting & Trapping season
Falling Temperatures
Equine Hay Supply
Beekeepers Food for Bees & Pollinators
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🌿 Whitley County Master Gardeners 🌞

🍂 Fall Gardening Tips from the Whitley County Master Gardeners 🍂

Autumn is a perfect season to set your garden up for success next year! Cooler
weather makes it easier to work outdoors, and many tasks done now will pay off in

spring. Here are a few timely tips:

 • Plant spring bulbs such as daffodils, tulips, and hyacinths before the ground freezes.

 • Clean up spent annuals and diseased plants to reduce pest and disease problems.

 • Add organic matter like compost or shredded leaves to enrich garden soil.

 • Plant cool-season crops (like spinach, kale, and lettuce) for a late harvest.

 • Protect perennials by mulching around their bases once the ground is cold.

Taking these simple steps helps your garden rest well through winter and come back
stronger in spring. Happy fall gardening! 🌾🌼

— Whitley County Master Gardeners

🌱 Did You Know?
Shredded fall leaves are sometimes called “nature’s mulch.” When added to garden
beds, they not only insulate soil but also break down over winter to return valuable
nutrients back to the ground. Instead of bagging up leaves, consider putting them to

work in your landscape!



Questions Call Stacy White @606-549-1430
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Horse owners across Kentucky should start planning now for their winter hay needs as this year’s supply is shaping up to be highly
variable.

Bob Coleman, equine extension associate professor with the University of Kentucky Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and
Environment said that weather has been the driving force behind uneven conditions.

“Some areas have gotten plenty of rain, while others have been extremely dry,” Coleman said. “That means the hay crop is going to look
different depending on where you’re buying it. To expect it to be the same as last year or years ago is not a good assumption. Where
inventories are smaller, some people are keeping hay back to sell later, or they just don’t have as much to begin with.”

The result is a hay supply that varies not only in availability but also in quality. In some fields, hay was cut later than usual because of wet
conditions. While it may be free of dust and mold, the crop is more mature and less nutrient-rich than horse owners might expect.
Coleman noted that this does not make the hay unusable, it simply means horse owners need to be realistic about what they are buying.

“People may find that their hay isn’t as green as they’re used to, or that the nutrient profile doesn’t quite match past years,” Coleman
said. “That doesn’t mean it isn’t safe to feed. It just means you need to know what you’re dealing with.

To avoid guesswork, it is strongly encouraged horse owners get their hay tested. Local Cooperative Extension Service offices can provide
the tools and advice for collecting a sample and will help interpret the results from the horse perspective. This allows owners to balance
their animals’ diets properly and make the most of the hay’s nutrients.

In addition to nutrition concerns, weeds are another issue. Coleman said that foxtail has been showing up in more hay fields. This plant
can cause irritation and mouth sores in horses, making it a problem in the hay. He urged horse owners to closely inspect hay before
purchase.

Knowing the weight of the bales one is buying is just as important as knowing the type of hay.

“If you’re purchasing 100 bales, there’s a big difference between 50-pound bales and 40-pound bales,” Coleman said. “That’s 5,000 pounds
of hay versus 4,000 pounds. If your horses require 4,500 pounds of hay, using the heavier bales would result in a slight surplus, while the
lighter bales would leave you short. You really need to know what you’re getting, both in quality and in weight.”

Coleman also recommends more controlled feeding practices.

“Rather than offering free-choice hay, measure out what your horses need each day,” he said. “That helps reduce waste and makes your
supply last longer. Also remember that hay from a second or third cutting could be different than the first. This makes it important for
horse owners to make gradual changes to give horses time to adapt the same as if you were switching them from hay to grain.”

Due to all of these factors, Coleman advises horse owners to act early.

“If you know you’re going to need hay, don’t wait,” he said. “Line up your supply now and be prepared to work with more than one seller if
necessary.”
For those who cannot secure enough hay, alternatives are available. Processed forage products such as alfalfa cubes, alfalfa-grass cubes
or commercial hay pellets can help fill the gap.

For more information about hay testing and feeding strategies, contact your local county extension office 606-549-1430

Horse owners need to be ready for this winter as the state's hay supply is off from previous years. Photo by Matt Barton.

Kentucky horse owners urged to plan ahead as weather challenges hay supply

Equine specialists
are stressing 

the importance of
purchasing hay
 earlier this year



Whitley County Beekeepers Association



Bees do not hibernate. Dandelions are one of the first flowers that provide
life-saving nectar and pollen in very early spring.

Leave fields of wildflowers for pollinators and bush hog them only
once a year in late winter.



Individual Assistance
The Whitley County Extension Office can assist

individuals with questions on many topics. Do you
have an animal that has a disease or an insect and you

don’t know what it is or what to do with it? A tree or
weed you need identified or information 

on? We can help you find the answer to many of these 
questions. Feel free to contact us by phone 
(606-549-1430), email, or stop by the office.



The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an Equal Opportunity Organization with respect to education
and employment and authorization to provide research, education information and other services only to individuals and
institutions that function without regard to economic or social status and will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic
origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy,
marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, physical or mental disability or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights
activity.

Reasonable accommodation of disability may be available with prior notice. Program information may be made available in
languages other than English.

Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments,
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and other related matter should be directed to

Equal Opportunity Office, Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment, University of Kentucky, Room S-105,
Agriculture Science Building, North Lexington, Kentucky 40546,

the UK Office of Institutional Equity and Equal Opportunity, 13 Main Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-0032
or

US Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington,
D.C. 20250-9410.

For weekly updates tune into 104.3 FM every
Tuesday around 7:15 am for the weekly AG

report by Agriculture Agent Stacy White and
Horticulture Agent Ben Prewitt

Whitley County
Cooperative 
Extension -
Horticulture

Whitley County
Cooperative 
Extension -

Agriculture & Natural Resources




